
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 6

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
DALLAS, TEXAS 7 5202-27 33

January 1 i, 2010

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED: 7008 01s0 0003 0411 7249

Mr. Greg Withrow
General Manager
El Dorado Chemical Company
P.O.  Box  231
El Dorado, AR 7l73l

Re: Administrative Order, Docket Number CWA-06 -2010-17 53
NPDES Permit Number AR0000752

Dear Mr. Withrow:

Enclosed is an Administrative Order (AO) issued to El Dorado Chemical Company for
violation of the Clean Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C" $ 1251 et seq.). Violations were identified
during a review of the permit files maintained by the Environmental Protection Agency @PA)
for your wastewater treatment facility. The violations alleged are for failure to meet effluent
limits at various outfalls.

This AO does not assess a monetary penulty; however, it does require compliance with
applicable federal regulations. The frst compliance deadline is withinthirly (30) days of receipt
of this AO. The EPA is committed to ensuring compliance withthe requirements of the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System OtrPDES) program, and my staff will assist you in any way
possible. Please reference AO Docket Number CWA-06 -2010-1753 and NPDES Permit Number
AR0000 7 52 in your response.

If you have any questions, please contact l\ft. Anthony M. Loston" of my staff, at
(2r4) 66s-310e.

Sincerely,

Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Steven Drown
Chief, Water Division
Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
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FII{DINGS OF VTOLATIOI{S ANd ORDER FOR COMPLIANCE
Docket Number: CWA-06-201 0- 17 53, NPDES Permit Number AR0000752
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STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The following furdings are made, and Order issued, under
the authority vested in the Administrator of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency ('EPA"), by Section 309(a)
of the Clean Water Act ("Act"), 33 U.S.C. $ 1319(a). The
Administrator of EPA has delegated the authority to issue this
Order to the Regional Administrator of EPA Region 6, who has
further delegated this authority to the Director of the
Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division.

FINDTNGS

1. Permittee, El Dorado Chemical Company, Inc., is a
"person," as that term is defined at Section 502(5) of the Act,
33 U.S.C.  $ 1362(5) ,  and 40 C.F.R.  S r22.2.

2. At all times relevant to this Order, the Permittee owned or
operated a wastewater treatment facility located on the north
side of the City of El Dorado, Arkansas, approximately I mile
west of the Highway 7 Spur at 4500 Northwest Avenue, in
Sections 6&7 , Township 17 South, Range 15 West, in Union
County, Arkansas ("facility"), and was, therefore, an "owner or
operator" within the meaning of 40 C.F.R. S 122.2.

3. At all relevant times, the facility acted as a "point source"
of a "discharge" of "pollutants" with its wastewater through:
a) Outfalls 001 ,0A2,003, 006 and 007 to an unnamed tributary
of Flat Creek, thence to the Quachita River in Segment 2D of
the Quachita River Basin; and b) Outfall 010 via a joint
pipeline to the Quachita River, approximately 1.5 miles
downsfieam of the H.K. Thatcher Lock and Dam in Segment
2D of the Quachita River Basin, which is a "water of the
United States" within the meaning of Section 502 of the Act
33 II .S.C. $ 1362, and 40 C.F.R. 5122.2.

4. Because the Permittee owned or operated a facility that is a
point source of discharges of pollutants to waters of the
lJnited States, the Permittee and the facility were subject to the
Act and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
('\IPDES") program.

5. Under Section 301 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. $ 1311, i t  is
unlawful for any person to discharge any pollutant from a point
source to waters of the lJnited States, except with the
authorization of, and in compliance with, an NPDES permit
issued pursuant to Section 402 of the Ac! 33 U.S.C. $ 1342.

6. Section aAZ@) of the Act, 33 IJ.S.C. $ 13a2(a), provides
that the Administrator of EPA may issue permits under the
NPDES program for the discharge of pollutants from point

sourc€s to waters of the United States. Any such discharge is
subject to the specific terms and conditions prescribed in the
applicable permit.

1. The Permittee appiied for and was issued NPDES Permit
No. AR0000752 ("perrnit") under Section 4A2 of the Act,
33 U.S.C. $ 1342, which became effective on July l, 2A02.
The flrst modification to the permit became effective
June 1,2A04. The second modification to the permit became
effective on April 1,2007. At all relevant times, the Permittee
was authorized to discharge pollutants from the facility to
waters of the United States only in compliance with the specific
tenns and conditions of the permit.

8. Part I.A. of the permit places certain limitations on the
quality and quantity of effluent discharged by the Permittee.
The relevant discharge limitations are listed in Attachment A.

9. Certified DMRs, filed by the Permittee in compliance with
the permit, show discharges of pollutants from the facility that
exceed the permitted effluent limitations established in Part
I.A. of the permit- The discharge(s) of pollutants that exceeded
the permit limitations are specified in Attachment B.

i0. Each violation of the conditions of this permit or
regglations described above is a violation of Section 301 of the
A c t , 3 3  U . S . C .  $  i 3 1 1 .

ORDER

Based on the foregoing Findings and pursuant to the
authority of Section 309 of the Act, EPA hereby orders the
Permittee to take the followine action:

A. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this
Order, the Respondent shall comply with all final permiffed
effluent limitations.

B. In the event that compliance cannot be achieved, the
Respondent shall submit to the Agency within sixty (60) days,
a critical path analysis of when compliance will be achieved,
This analysis shall include descriptions of the technology
needed to achieve compliance, the esti-mated cost of the
technology, and fixed date schedule of when compliance will
be achieved.

C. If Respondent would like to arrange a meeting with
EPA to discuss the allegations set forth in this Order, it should
contact EPA within forty-five (45) days of the effective date of
this Order. The meeting will be held at the Region 6 offices,
14'+5 Ross Ave., Dallas, Texas, and the Respondent can
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providJany information it believes is relevant to this Order'

Respondent shall submit to EPA ali information or materiais it

cons ide rs re ievan t toE ,PAa t leas t ten (10 )daysp r io r tosuch
meeting.

D. To arran ge a meeting, or to ask questtons

cornment on this matter, Please

or make
contact

'fhe effective date of this Order

the Permittee'

[ -  r ( - r o
Date

Director

is the date it is received bY

Mr. Anthony M' Loston, of my staff, at (214) 665-3 i09'

E. Any
Permittee to
following:

information or correspondence submitted by the

gpn under this Ordei shall be addressed to the

Ms. Nancy william, 
Cornpliance Assurance and

Water Enforcement Branch (6EN-WC) Iinforcement Division

EPA' Region 6

1445 Ross Ave', Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202-2733

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Issuance of this order shall not be deemed an election by

EPA to forego any administrative or judicial, civil, or criminal

action to seek penalties, frnes, or any other relief appropriate

under the Act for the violations cited herein, or other violations

that become known. EpA reserves the right to seek any

..-.av available under the law that it deems appropriate'

Failure to comfly with this order or the Act can result in

further administrative action, or a civil judicial action initiated

by the U.S. DeParhnent of Justice'

This Order does not constitute a waiver or modification of

the terms or conditions of the Permittee's NPDES permit,

which remain rn full force and efFect. compliance with the

terms and conditions of this order does not relieve the

permittee of its obligation to comply with any applicable

federal, state, or local law or regulation'



Loading

kg/daY
(lbs/daY)

Daily Max

ky'daY
(lbs/daY)

MonthlY Av

Ammonia Nitrogen as N
1 1 5 ? 7 3
L  L J J  '  '  -405.02

Nitrate Nitrogen
12.2 ugL

0.  i9  0 '3  8

Selenium 231.99 uglL
115.62 LL1IL

Minimum - 6'0

Maximum -9'0

Aftachment A

Concentratton

DailY Max'

(mgL)

14 .9

24.48 ugil

5.58 ug/L 1I .2wL

DailY Max.

(mdL)

24.48 uglL

fis.62 uglL 231.99 ug/I-.

750

Minimum - 6'0

Maximum -9'0



Loading Concentation

kgiday
(1bs/day)

Monthly Avg.

kglday
(lbVday)

Daily Max.

30 Day Avg.
(*e/L)

Daily Max.

(-/L)

Ammonia Nitrogen as N
(lvlay- October)

1 . 4 2.r 1 0 1 5

Ammonia Nitrogen as N

(lrlovember-April)

2 . 1 a a
J . J l 5 L )

pH NA NA Minimum-6.0

Maximum-
9 . 0

I,i+,+i,:i
i t . : : i r . , r : : . t j t : !

Loading Concentration
'* r i l ; ' ' ' f

kgiday
(lbs/day)

Monthly Avg.

kglday
(lbs./day)

Daily Max.

30 Day Avg.

(me/L)

Daily Max.

(mdL)

Ammonia Nitrogen as N
(May- October)

0.7 1 . 1 5 7.5

Ammonia Nitrogen as N

(November-April)

t . 4 2 . 1 1 0 2 . 1



Loading Ccncentration

DailY Max.

(m/L)

kglday
(lbs./day)

Monthly Avg.

kg/day
(lbs./day)

Daily Max.

30 Day Avg.

(m/L)

TSS

Ammonia Nitrogen as N NA NIA Report Report

Cadmium NA NA 2.03 uglL 4.08 ugll

Lead NA NA 3.8 uy'L 7 .62 uglL

Zinc NA NA 115.62 velL 231.99 ugL

TDS Report Report 29t 436.s

pH NA NA Minimum - 6.0

Maximum -9.0

Loading Concentration

I ',t-, 
:"tt" ,, '1r':-

. .  . , , , ,  , '  , . i t , . l . . . i , . r ,  1 . , ' .  
" '

kglday
(lbs/day)

Monthly Avg.

ky'day
(lbsiday)

Daily Max.

30 Day Avg.

(me/L)

Daily Max.

(me/L)

TSS

Ammonia Nitrogen as N 265.7 8 1  1 . 8 4 t2 1 8

Nitrate Nitrogen 40s.02 tt53.73 26.3 74.9



Attachment B

ffi@
February

2005 007A H 2.5 6 (mirumum)
April 2005 002A pH 4.8 6 (minimum)

April 2005 007A pH 5 6 (minimum)
May 2005 003A pH 5 .3 6 (minimum)
January

2407 003A pH 5 .3 6 (mrmmum)
January

2407 007,{ pH 4.6
6 (minimum)

February
2007 0074 pH 2.5

6 (rninimum)

September
2007 0064. pH 5 . 8

6 (rninimum)

October
2007 0064 pH 4.7

6 (minimum)

October
2407 007A pH 4.8

6 (minimum)

February
2009 001A PH 9.6 9 (maximum)

July 2009 001A PH 9.4 9 (maximum)
July 2007 001A Selenium, Monthly Avg. 0.1 lbs/day .09 lbs/dav
July 2007 001A Selenium, Monthly Avg. 6.24 ms,lL 5.58 mglL
September

2008 002A Copper, Monthly Avg. 26 melL 12.2 mgll
September

2008 002A Copper, Daily Max. 26 melL 24.48 ms/L
Mav 20A9 002A Copper, Monthly Avg. 21 mglL 12.2 mglL
June 2009 001A Copper, Monthly Avg. 13 melL 12.2 melL
June 2007 001A TDS. Monthly Avs. 278 ms./L 237 mglL
June 20A7 006A TDS. Monthlv Avs. 1580 ms.lL 291 melL
June 2007 006A TDS. Dailv Max. 1580 ms.L 436.5 mslL
June 2007 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 1320 ms./L 291 mglL
June 2407 0074' TDS. Dailv Max. l3ZA msJL 436.5 mglL
July2007 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 246 ms/L 237 melL
July 2007 0064' TDS, Monthly Avg. 2170 msJL 291 mglL
July 20A7 006A TDS. Dailv Max. 2170 ms.L 436.5 mglL
July 2007 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 3000 msL 291 mglL
July 20A7 007A TDS. Dailv Max, 3000 msJL 436.5 mdl
August
2047 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 250 melL 237 mglL



September
2007 006A TDS. Monthly Av 6 1 0  m 291 m

September
2007 006A TDS. Dailv Max. 610 mdl 436.5 mg/L

September
2007 007A TDS, Month-ly Avg. 120 mefi- 291 mglL

September
2007 007A TDS. Dailv Max. 720 me/L 436.5 mg/L

October
2007 007,{ TDS, Monthly Avg. 550 me/L 291 melL

October
2007 007A TDS. Dailv Max. 550 me/L 436.5 mg/L

November
2007 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 280 ms/L 237 mlL

December
2007 006A TDS, Monthly Avg. 1 100 mg,lL 291 melL

December
2007 006,4 TDS, Daily Max. 1100 mq/L 436.5 mqlL

December
2007 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 1100 ms.lL 291 mglL

December
2007 007A TDS. Dailv Max 1100 ms.lL 436.5 me/L

January
2008 0064. TDS, Monthly Avg. 714 me/L 291 melL

January
2008 0064. TDS. Dailv Mar 740 ms.lL 436.5 me/L

January
2008 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 779 melL 291 melL

January
2008 0074 TDS. Dailv Max. 910 mg/L 436.5 mqlL

March
2008 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 350 me/L 237 mslL

March
2008 006,4 TDS, Monthly Avg. 330 meil 291 melL

March
2008 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 320 meL 291 mglL

Aprii 2008 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 310 me/L 237 melL
April 2008 006A TDS, Monthly Avg. 330 me/L 291 mglL
April 2008 0074 TDS, Monthly Avg. 347 mslL 291 melL
May 2008 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 3 10 me/L 737 mglL.
June 2008 001A TDS, Monthly Avg. 284 mslL 237 mglL
June 2008 006A TDS, Monthly Avg. 360 mslL 291 mgL
June 2008 007A TDS, Monthly Avg. 310 mCL 291 ms/L



June 20A7 007A Lead. Monthlv Av 4.74 m 3 . 8
July 2007 0064' Lead, Monthiy Avg, 53.3 mgL i  R  ms/ I

July 2007 006A Lead. Dailv Max. 5 3 .3 ms/L 7 .62 mslL
July 2007 007A Lead, Monthly Avg. 24.4 mg,rl- 3.8 mg/L
July 2001 007A Lead. Dailv Max. 24.4 ms./L 7 .62 mglL
September

2047 007A Lead, Monthly Avg. 17 mglL 3 .8 mgil
September

2007 007A Lead. Daiiv Max. 17 melL 7.62 mglL
June 2008 006,{ Lead, Monthly Avg. 6 melL 3.8 mg/L
June 2008 0074 Lead, Monthly Avg. 6 mglL 3.8 mgi l
September

2008 002A Lead, Monthly Avg. 4 mslL 3.8 mg
Julv 2007 006,{ Cadmium, Monthly Avg. 6.6 melL 2.03 melL
July 2A07 006A Cadmium, Daily Max. 6.6 mslL 4.08 mglL
Jnne 2007 006,4 Zinc, Monthly Avg. 170 m1,ry, 115.62 mslL
June 2007 007A Zinc, Monthly Avg. 554 me/L 115162 mslL
June 2007 007A Zinc, Daily Max. 554 mg,fi- 231.99 ms.lL
July 2A07 006A Ztnc, Monthly Avg. 1060 ms/L 115.62 ms.lL
Julv 2A07 0064 Zinc. Dailv Max. 1060 ms.lL 23L99 ms,lL
July 2A07 007,A Zrnc, Monthly Avg. 144 melL 115.62 mglL
September

2007 006.4 Ztnc, Monthly Avg. 225 melL 115.62 mglL
October

2007 0064 Ztnc- Dailv Max. 529 rrre/L 231.99 ms.lL
October

2007 0064' Zinc, Monthly Avg. 529 mef,; 115.62 ms^lL
October

2AA7 007A Zinc, Monthly Avg. 137 milL 115.62 mg/L
December

2007 006.4 Zrnc, Monthly Avg. 126 ms,lL 115.62 mglL
December

2007 007 A Ztttc, Monthly Avg. 124 melL ll5.62 melL
January
2008 007A Zinc, Monthly Avg. 230 m.s.L 115.62 mg/L

June 2008 007A Zinc, Monthly Avg. 123 melL 115.62 mg/L

May 20A9 0024.
Ammonia Nitrogen, Monthly

Avs. 18.6 mqL 12 melL
May 2009 a02A Ammonia Nitrogen, Daily Max. 18.6 milL l8 mg/L

Mav 2009 SUMA
Ammonia Nitrogen, Monthly

Avs. 288.68 lbs/day 265.7 lbs/day

May 2009 SUMA
Ammonia Nitrogen, Monthly

Avs. 19.78 ms/L 12 mglL



Mav 2009 SUMA Ammonia Nitrogen, Daily Max. i 9 .78 1 8 m
May 2009 aa2A Nitrogen, Monthly Aug. 34 mgL 26.3 mglL
Mav 2009 SLiI\4A Nitrogen, Monthly Avg. 60A.73 me/L 405.A2 mq/L
May 2009 SLIN4A Nitrogen, Daily Max. 41.16 ms.lL 26.3 mglL



&EHA Hifrl';til p,.,uc, .n Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (2201A)
EPA 300-F{3{01 October 2003

U. S. EPA Small Business Resources

I f you own a small business, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers
I a varietv of compliance assistance and tools to assist you in complying with federal and state

environmental laws. These resources can help you understand your environmental obligations improve

compliance and find cosleffective ways to comply through the use of pollution prevention and other

innovative technologies.

H o t l i n e s ,  H e l P l i n e s  a n d
C lea  r i n  g  ho  uses
EPA sponsors  approx imate ly  Uu r ree  no l l l r les  and c {ear lng-

houses that provide convenient assistanc€ regarding

envi  ron mental  req uiremen ts.

f h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o m p I i a n c e  A s s i s t a n c e
Clear inghouse provides quick access to compl iance assis-
tance tools, contacts, and planned activit ies from the U-S. EPA'
s ta tes ,  and o ther  comp{ iance ass is tance prov iders :
www.e P a, g o v/cle artn g nou s e

Pot lut ion Prevent ion Clear ingho use
www. e p a. g o v/o p p ti n t r/t i b ra ry/p p ic i n d e x. h tm

E P A ' s  S r n a l l  B u s i n e s s  O m b u d s m a n  H o t l i n e  p r o v i d e s

r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n f o r r n a t i o n .
( 8 0 0 )  3 6 8 - 5 B B B

Emergency P lanni ng and Comm unity Rig ht'To-Know Act
(soo) 42+9M6

National Responsg Center (to report oil and hazardous suF

stance sPi l ts)
(B0o) 424J802

Toxics Substances and Asbestos lnforrnatlon
(202) 5M-1404

Safe Drinking Water
(800) 4264791

Stratos p heri c Ozo n e Refri gerants I nfo rmatio n
(800)  2s6-1es6

Clean Air  TechnotogY Center

:91e)  i l1 -o8oo

r leUands HelPl ine
'800) 

832-7828

EPA Websi tes
EPA has  severa l  ln te rne t  s i tes  tha t  p rov ide  use fu l  compl i -
S l l C r :  a S S i > ' L a l l u s  r t ' , i r r i i r  r c r l i u r i  d r  i \ - r  r i L c l r , - ; t i . r i >  i w i  J r r  r c r r l

businesses.  l f  you don' t  have access to the ln ternet  at
your  business,  many publ ic  l ibrar ies prov ide access to the
{nternet  at  min ima{ or  no cost .

EPA's Home Paqe
www.epa.gov

Smai l  Business Assis tance Program
www.epa.gov/ttrVsbap

Cornpl iance Assis tance Home Page
www. epa.gov/comp Iian ceiassistance

Off ice of  Enforcement  and Compl iance Assurance
www.epa,gov/compl iance

S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  O m b u d s m a n
www.epa.gov/sbo

ln n ovative Prog rams fo r Envi ro n rnental Performance
www.epa.gov/partners

Recyclod/RecYclabte
Prlf l tod w{th Soy/Canola lnk on papor (hal conuins a( loast 30% post consumer ftbor



Norrcp op SBcuRrrrES ann ExcHANGE ConrnttssloN RgcmrRAr\'rs' DLrry To Dtscr-osg
ENVTnONN{ENTAI LBCNI PNO CBPDNGS

Secur i t ies and E,xchange Commission regulat ions requi re comparues regisrered rv i th  the SEC (e.g

publicl l ,  traded companies) to disclose, on at least a quarlerly basis, the existence of certain admirustrat i t 'e or
judicial proceedings taken against thern ansing under Federal,  State or loca.l  provisionsthat have the pnmarl '

purpose of  protect ing the envi ronment .  Inst ruct ion 5 to  I tem i03 of  the SEC's Regulat ion S-K (17 CFR

229.103) requires disclosure of these environmental legal proceedings. For those SEC regisrrat i ts thal use

the SEC's "smal I  bus iness issuer"  repor t ing sys[em, lnst ruct ious l -4  to  l tern 103 of  the SEC's Regulat ron S-

B (17 CF-t {  228 103)  requrres drsc losure of  these envi rot tmenta l  Iegal  p loceedings

[f 1,ou are an SEC regis[ranl,  you have a dutt,  to disclose tt-re existence of pending or knoivn to be

contemplated environmental legal proceedings that rneet any of the follorving cntena (i7 CF'R

22e to3(s)(A)-(c))

q  1 ,  1 . ,  
'  l : ' t - ,  l . ' r r , 1 .  i , l  l , l  r  ;  I  , ,  l t i i  , l ,  | l ] '  :  . : t  r i  : t ,

Such proceeding involves primari ly a clairn for damages, or involves potential monetatl '
sanctions, capital expenditures, deferred charges or charges to income and the amount

involved, exclusive of inte rest and costs, exceeds [0 percent of the current assets of tlie
registra-nt ard i ts subsidiaries on a consolidated basis; pr
A governmental aurhority is a parly to such proceeding and such proceeding involves
potential monelary sanctions, unless the registran[ reasonably believes that such proceeding
u' i [ [  resrr [ t  in  no rnonetar .1 'surcLions,  or . in  n]o l rc t r . i . , r 'sa i rc t io i is ,  c . tc lus i ic  o[  i r t lc resL aLid
cosLs, of less than $ 100,000; provided, however, that such proceedings which are similar in
nature rnay be grouped and described generically.

Specific information regarding the environmental legai proceedings that must be disclosed is set forth in

Item 103 of Regulation S-K or, for registrants using tire "small business issuer" reporting system, ltem

103(a)-(b) of Regulahon S-8. tf disclosure is required, it must briefly describe the proceeding, "including the

narne of the court or agency in rvhich the proceedings are penditig, the date insti[uted, the pnncipal parties

thereto, a description of the factual basis alleged to underlie the proceedings and the relief sought."

You have been identified as a pafty to an environmental [ega[ proceeding to which the United States
government is, or was, a parry. If you are an SEC registrant, this environmental legal proceeding may

trigger, or may already have triggered, the disclosure obligation utrder the SEC regulations described above.

This notice is being provided to inform you of SEC regisfants' duly to disclose any relevant

environrnental legal proceedings to the SEC. This notice does not create, modify or interpret any existing

legal obligations, it is not intended to be an exhaustive description of the legaily appticabte requirements and

it is not a substitute for regulations published in the Code of Federal Regulations. This notice has been

issued to you for information purposes only. No determination of the applicabitiry of this reporting

requirement to your company has been made by any governmental entiry. You should seek compe[ent

counsel in detormining tlre applicabitity of these and other SEC requirements to the environmental legal
proceeding at issue, as rvell as any other proceedings known to be contemplatC by governmental

authorities.

l f  you have any quesl ions about the SEC's environmental disclosure requirements, please contact the
Office of Chief Counsel in the SEC's Division of Corporation Finance. The phone number is (207) 9a7-

2900.

B
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